ORDINANCE NO. 26-1005

An ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of SeaTac,
Washington, amending development regulations in the SeaTac
Municipal Code related to 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers; establishing
severability; and establishing an effective date.

WHEREAS, in 2025 the City of SeaTac adopted ordinance number 25-100, establishing
a moratorium on the permanent establishment of 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers and similar uses
in the designated Urban Center of the City of SeaTac, which required City Council code
amendment review and action by April 8, 2026; and

WHEREAS, prior to April 8, 2026 the City of SeaTac Municipal Code does not address
23-hour Crisis Relief Centers; and

WHEREAS, 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers are a type of short-term crisis stabilization or
mental health treatment facility designed to provide care for up to 23 hours and 59 minutes; and

WHEREAS, 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers provide an alternative to emergency room
visits and reduce interactions with law enforcement for individuals experiencing a mental health

crisis; and
WHEREAS, staff determined that amending the definition of “hospital” would allow the

City of SeaTac to regulate 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers in addition to other currently
unclassified medical related uses, such as urgent care centers, stand-alone emergency rooms and

same-day surgery facilities.; and
WHEREAS, staff received guidance from the Washington State Health Care Authority

to situate 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers near adequate public transportation and for the facility to
have accommodations for accessible law enforcement/ emergency services/fire vehicle drop-off

areas; and

WHEREAS, staff determined that 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers should not be situated
within District Overlays in the City of SeaTac Urban Center; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed amendments at regular
meetings on November 4, and December 16, 2025, and held a duly-noticed public hearing on
January 20, 2026, after which the Commission recommended approval; and

WHEREAS, the District Overlay areas within the Urban Center are intended to promote
high-intensity mixed-use development, pedestrian-oriented design, and active ground-floor
commercial environments; and

WHEREAS, 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers have unique operational characteristics,
including but not limited to 24-hour staffing, secure intake procedures, periodic emergency
vehicle access, and specific site circulation needs, which may not be compatible with the
pedestrian-oriented design standards and site constraints applicable within District Overlay areas;

and



WHEREAS, the City Council finds that limiting 23-hour Crisis Relief Centers within
District Overlay areas is based on land use compatibility, site design, circulation, and operational
considerations, and is not based on the population served by such facilities; and

WHEREAS, a SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) was issued on January 6,
2026, and the mandatory state Commerce review under RCW 36.70A.106 was completed on
January 8, 2026 with no comments received; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are consistent with the Growth Management Act,
RCW 36.70A.535, and the City’s Comprehensive Plan;

WHEREAS, on February 19, 2026 the Planning and Economic Development Committee
of the Council recommended approval of the proposed code amendments to Council; and NOW,
THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATAC, WASHINGTON, DO

ORDAIN as follows:
Section 1. The SeaTac Municipal Code is hereby amended as set forth in Exhibit A.

Section 2. The City Clerk is directed to transmit a complete and accurate copy of this
Ordinance, as adopted, to the Department of Commerce within ten days after final
adoption, pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106 and WAC 365-196-630. The Clerk is further
directed to transmit a copy of this Ordinance together with copies of other Ordinances
amending development regulations adopted within the preceding twelve months to the
King County Assessor pursuant to RCW 35A.63.260.

Section 3. Corrections. Upon approval of the City Attorney’s Office, the City Clerk and
the Code Reviser are authorized to make necessary corrections without altering intent,
including the correction of clerical errors, references to other local, state or federal laws,
codes, rules, or regulations; or ordinance numbering and section/subsection numbering.

Section 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase
of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such invalidity
shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days after passage and
publication as required by law.



ADOPTED this __ 24th day of March , 2026, and signed in authentication

thereof on this 24th day of March , 2026.

CITY OF SEATAC

ohamed Egal, Mayor

ATTEST:

Krjstina Gregg, City Clerk

Approved as to Form:

i, O,

Cindy Cffsilles, City-Attorney

[Effective date: April 4, 2026]

[23-hour Crisis Relief Center Code Amendments]
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15.105.080

Hospital

“H” Definitions.

EXHIBIT A

* 3k %k
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An institution providing primary health services and medical or surgical care to persons, primarily inpatients, or outpatients, suffering from illness, disease,
injury, deformity and other abnormal physical or mental conditions, and including, as an integral part of the institution, related facilities such as laboratories,
outpatient facilities, extended care facilities or training facilities. This use includes the following categories:

Hospital Category 1 - An institution providing health services to inpatients.

Hospital Category 2 - An institution providing health services to outpatients and operates more than 12 hours per day.

Hospital Category 3 - An institution providing health services to outpatients.

SMC 15.205 General Land Use Chart

ADDITIONAL STANDARDS

LAND USE RL URM |MHP| RH | URH |URH-MU| cL |NM|NVH | g |cB.c| RBX (1) See SMC 15.520.400 for ground
a a floor active use requirements in
NVM and NVH zones.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Hespital Hospital - Category 1 P P P P

Hospital - Category 2

Hospital - Category 3
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15.300.055  City Center Overlay District Use Chart

Page 2/4

UVH UVM Additional Regulations
LAND USE MHP URM URH |URH-MU| CB-C ) a (1) See ground floor active use standards in SMC 15.300.730(F), Ground Floor
Active Uses in Village Zones.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Hespital Hospital Category 1 - - - - P C
Hospital Category 2
Hospital Category 3 P C
15.305.055  South 154th Street Station Area Overlay District Use Chart
Additional Standards
LAND USE URM URH |URH-MU| CB-C ([See mixed-use development standards in SMC
15.305.700, Mixed Use Development Standards.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Hespital Hospital Category 1 P

Hospital Category 2
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Additional Standards

LAND USE URM URH |URH-MU| CB-C |See mixed-use development standards in SMC
15.305.700, Mixed Use Development Standards.
Hospital Category 3 P

15.310.055  Angle Lake Station Area Overlay District Use Chart
Additional Regulations
LAND USE URM URH |[URH-MU| UVH RBX | CB-C P See ground floor active use standards in SMC 15.310.730, Ground Floor Uses in
Mixed Use Projects.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Hespital Hospital Category 1
Hospital Category 2
Hospital Category 3
15.445.210  Landscaping Standards Chart
BUILDING SIDE/REAR PLAE;([I)I;S Ali"(]?jT
STREET FACADE IF >30 | SIDE/REAR BUFFER FOR STANDARDS
LAND USE FRONTAGE FT. HIGH OR YARDS NONCOMPATIBLE APPLICABLE ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS
(Type/Width) | >50 FT. WIDE | (Type/Width) ZONES
(Type/Width) (Type/Width) (See SMC
15.445.250)
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
(1) Adjacent to residential low density or medium density
Hespital Hospital Category 1 110 ft. V/5 ft. /5 ft. 11/10 ft. (1) Yes (RL, RM, or URM) zones for buffering purposes.




15.455.120
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BUILDING SIDE/REAR Pf AND?S ;i’(l)ET
STREET FACADE IF >30 | SIDE/REAR BUFFER FOR STANDARDS
LAND USE FRONTAGE FT. HIGH OR YARDS NONCOMPATIBLE APPLICABLE ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS
(Type/Width) | >50 FT. WIDE (Type/Width) ZONES
(Type/Width) (Type/Width) (See SMC
15.445.250)
. . . o o . ) (1) Adjacent to residential low density or medium density
Hospital Category 2 I11/10 ft. V/5 ft 1I/5 ft 11/10 ft. (1 Yes (RL. RM, or URM) zones for buffering purposes.
(1) Adjacent to residential low density or medium density
Hospital Category 3 [11/10 ft. V/5 ft 11I/5 ft 11/10 ft. (1 Yes

(RL, RM, or URM) zones for buffering purposes.

Parking Chart for Required Off-Street Spaces

LAND USE

MINIMUM SPACES REQUIRED

ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Hespital Hospital Category 1

1 per bed plus 5 per each 2 employees

Hospital Category 2

1 per 275 sf of building

Hospital Category 3

1 per 275 sf of building






