ORDINANCE NO. 26-1004

AN ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of SeaTac,
Washington enacting a Moratorium on the change of use, establishment,
or development of facilities for the detention, transportation, and food
services for people detained by local, state, or federal law enforcement;
setting a public hearing; declaring an emergency; and establishing an
effective date.
WHEREAS, the City of SeaTac adopted its Comprehensive Plan, Envision SeaTac 2044,
under Ordinance No. 24-1022 on December 10, 2024; and
WHEREAS, Envision SeaTac 2044 establishes goals and policies intended to create
complete communities and vibrant village centers within the City of SeaTac; and
WHEREAS, the Envision SeaTac 2044 Vision Statement directs that urban villages along
the International Boulevard corridor will anchor SeaTac’s Urban Center and provide vibrant,
higher-density business and residential districts adjacent to light rail stations—where most job and
housing growth will be concentrated and where residents, workers, and visitors can enjoy a variety
of amenities and activities; and
Whereas, the Envision SeaTac 2044 Vision Statement directs that neighborhood villages
will emerge and expand at central locations outside the Urban Center as important community
hubs where people can easily walk to access healthy foods, shops, work, parks, and daily services;
and
WHEREAS, Envision SeaTac 2044 Housing and Human Services Element includes the
Housing and Human Services Guiding Principles, which read: Collaborative partnerships must be
established between funders, government, educators, human service providers, media, police, the

criminal justice system, and the community at large to ensure basic human needs are met in a

humane and holistic manner”’; and
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WHEREAS, Envision SeaTac 2044 Housing and Human Services Element establishes
Goal 5.9, which reads: “Partner with funders, governments, educators, human service providers,
media, police, the criminal justice system, and the community at large to meet human needs in a
humane and holistic manner”; and

WHEREAS, Envision SeaTac 2044 Housing and Human Services Element establishes
Policy 5.9C, related to Goal 5.9, which reads: “Encourage local and regional coordination
pursuing cooperative planning efforts with other governmental jurisdictions”; and,

WHEREAS, the City of SeaTac’s Comprehensive Plan Land Use element generally
directs the City of SeaTac to evaluate and ensure the compatibility of adjacent land uses through
the establishment of a land use designation map, zoning designation map, and implementing
development regulations; and

WHEREAS, on December 19, 2025, the Department of Homeland Security released a pre-
solicitation notice for a Service Provider to create a facility that would provide for the
comprehensive detention, transportation, and food services for United States Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) detainees; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security released a pre-solicitation notice noted
that the proposed facility should be located close to Seattle and with an appropriate proximity to
airport services for transportation requirements; and

WHEREAS, the City of SeaTac currently hosts approximately fifteen essential public
facilities, including the Federal Detention Center, within the SeaTac city limits; and

WHEREAS, the City Council may adopt an immediate moratorium, for a period of up to
six months on the acceptance of permit applications for the purpose of establishing a facility for

the detention, transportation, and food services for United States Immigration and Customs
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Enforcement (ICE) detainees, provided that the City Council holds a public hearing on the
moratorium within sixty days after adoption pursuance to RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW
36.70A.390; and

WHEREAS, the SeaTac City Council finds that a facility for the detention, transportation,
and food services for United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detainees may
be incompatible with the Vision and Goals of Envision SeaTac 2044 Comprehensive Plan and that
further analysis, review, and direction from the City Council may be necessary; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW 36.70A.390, the City Council finds
that an emergency exists and that it is necessary to adopt an interim moratorium in order to allow
sufficient time to study, evaluate, and understand the scope and potential impacts of the proposed
project, and to prevent potential harm to the public health, safety, welfare, and peace, and therefore
determines that immediate action is required; and

WHEREAS, the moratorium does not apply to any complete application for a facility for
the detention, transportation, and food services for people detained by state, local, or federal law
enforcement, or similar use that has vested to the regulations in effect prior to the passage of this
Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City shall hold a public hearing on March 24, 2026, consistent with the
requirements of RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW 36.70A.390;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATAC,
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN as follows:

Section 1. Pursuant to the provisions of RCW 35A.63.220 and 36.70A.390, a moratorium
is hereby enacted in the City of SeaTac prohibiting the establishment, location, operation,

development, and licensing of a facility for the detention, transportation, and food services for
people detained by state, local, or federal law enforcement.
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Section 2. Through August 10, 2026, the City shall not accept applications for pre-
applications, rezones, land use permits, construction permits, or building permits for any of the
purposes or activities listed in Section 1 above, and no business license shall be granted or accepted
while this moratorium is in effect. Any land use approvals, business licenses or other permits for
these facilities that are issued as a result of error or by use of vague or deceptive descriptions during
the moratorium are null and void, and without legal force or effect.

Section 3. The above “Whereas” clauses of this Ordinance constitute specific findings
by the Council in support of passage of this Ordinance.

Section 4. Pursuant to RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW 3670A.390, the City Council shall
cause appropriate notice to be given and shall hold a public hearing regarding the moratorium
established in Section 1 of the Ordinance on March 24, 2026, and the City Council may make
additional findings of fact justifying the moratorium or rescind the same.

Section 5. Pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106, this Ordinance shall be transmitted to the
Washington State Department of Commerce as required by law.

Section 6. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance,
or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid
for any reason, or should any portion of this Ordinance be pre-empted by state or federal law or
regulation, such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this Ordinance or its application to other persons or circumstances.

Section 7. The City Council declares that an emergency exists requiring passage of
this Ordinance for the protection of public health, safety, welfare, and peace based on the Findings
set forth in Section 3 above. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force immediately
upon passage and shall expire on August 10, 2026, unless extended or repealed according to law.

ADOPTED this __ 10" day of February , 2026, and signed in authentication

thereof on this __ 10" day of February . 2026.

CILY OF SEATAC

Mohamed Egal, May}s.r \‘
ATTEST:

Krigtina Gregg, City Clerk
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Approved as to Form:

Ly L2l

Cindy Corsttles, City Attorney
[Effective Date: February 10, 2026]

[Moratorium Detention Facilities)
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