ORDINANCE NO. 26-1002

An ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of SeaTac,
Washington, amending development regulations in the SeaTac
Municipal Code related to mobile food vendors and vending;
establishing severability; and establishing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the City desires to simplify and streamline the development regulations for
mobile food vending to encourage mobile food vending within the City; and

WHEREAS, there are only sixteen (16) mobile food vendors approved in the City which
limits the pool for city-sponsored and private events thus reducing the variety and vibrancy of
food options available to the community; and

WHEREAS, mobile food vending will play a key role in activating the City’s public
spaces ahead of the upcoming FIFA games by offering diverse and affordable cuisine that reflects
the community’s cultural richness; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments consolidate regulations expand zones where
mobile food vending are permitted, provide flexible permitting options based on the length of
vendor activities, and allows long-term placement in some zones; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed mobile food vending
regulations at meetings on October 21 and November 18, 2025, and held a public hearing on
December 2, 2025, after which the Commission voted to recommend approval of the
amendments; and

WHEREAS, a SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) was issued on December
1, 2025, and no comments or appeals were received; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments were submitted to the Washington State
Department of Commerce for expedited review pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106(3)(b) on
November 14, 2025, and was granted by the Department of Commerce on December 1, 2025;
and

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2025, the Planning and Economic Development
Committee of the Council recommended approval of the proposed code amendments to Council;

and NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATAC,
WASHINGTON, DO ORDALIN as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 5.55 of the SeaTac Municipal Code, Mobile Food Vendors, is hereby
amended to read as follows:

Chapter 5.55 MOBILE FOOD VENDORS



5.55.010 Purpose.
The purpose of this chapter is to allow mobile food vendors to conduct business within
the City that will accommodate new businesses and support entrepreneurship.

5.55.020 Definitions.

A. “Mobile food preparation vehicle” (aka “food trucks”) means a commercially
manufactured motorized vehicle or trailer vending unit in which ready-to-eat food is
cooked, wrapped, packaged, processed or portioned for service, sale or distribution.

B. “Mobile food vendor” means a seller of food from a mobile food preparation van,
truck or other vehicle or conveyance. Sales of only pre-packaged food products does not
constitute mobile food vending.

5.55.030 Mobile food vending — Additional license requirements.
A= A separate business license, as provided for in Chapter 5.05 SMC, is required for each
mobile food preparation vehicle.
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5.55.040 Display of City business license.
A. A valid City business license shall be prominently displayed upon all vehicles from
which a mobile food vendor sells products.

5.55.050 Restrictions applicable to all mobile food vendors.

A. Mobile food vending on public streets and/or public rights-of-way within the City
shall require issuance of any applicable right-of-way use permits pursuant to Chapter
11.10 SMC.

B. Mobile food vending on a city-owned property shall require issuance of a Parks
Special Use Food Truck Permit consistent with Chapter 2.45 SMC Park Code.

C. Mobile food vending on non-city owned property may require a mobile food vending
permit pursuant to SMC 15.415.300.

B.D. A mobile food vendor shall not obstruct or cause to obstruct the passage of any
pedestrian or vehicle on any sidewalk, street, fire lane, required drive aisles or any
parking area, including obstructions caused by customer queues or customers consuming
any food sold by the mobile food vendor at or near the place where the items are being
offered for sale.



5.55.060 General regulations.

A. B- The owner of real property on which a mobile food vendor is located shall be
responsible for overall site maintenance. The property owner shall be responsible for the
mobile food vendor’s compliance with the provisions of this chapter with respect to the
mobile food vendor’s operation on the owner’s property.
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B.-B- The use of any portion of the vending unit as living or sleeping quarters is
prohibited.

C. E- All attachments to the vending unit, including but not limited to signs, lights,
overhangs, and awnings, shall be maintained in such a manner as to not create a hazard to
pedestrians, customers or vehicles. Flashing lights and similar displays are prohibited.
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D. G- Grease and Wastewater.

1. A grease trap shall be installed and maintained on all mobile food preparation
vehicles.

2. Grease and wastewater shall be properly disposed of per adopted State and local
health regulations.

E.-H. Except for special events or activities authorized by a temporary use permit, no
portable restrooms for use in connection with a mobile food vendor shall be allowed on a
site.

F.--- Mobile food vendors shall not sell or serve alcoholic beverages.

G. K- All mobile food vendors shall comply with all applicable laws, rules and
regulations regarding food handling, and all mobile food preparation vehicles used by
mobile food vendors shall comply with all applicable laws, rules and regulations
respecting such vehicles as established by Public Health — Seattle and King County, State
and local traffic laws, and the provisions of the SeaTac Municipal Code.



H. &= The Fire Marshal shall review and issue applicable permits when a mobile food
vendor utilizes an external propane tank that is not mounted on the mobile food
preparation vehicle or external power connections and/or tent structures.

1.-M- Mobile food vendors shall comply with the City electrical code (Chapter 13.180
SMC), including any electrical service to a mobile food preparation vehicle. In no event
shall a mobile food vendor locate electrical lines or extension cords overhead or on the
ground in any location in which the public has access.

J. Mobile food vendors shall obev anv lawful order from a Police or Fire Department
official or anv other City official during an emergency or to avoid congestion or
obstruction of the public way.

K. No maintenance or repairs mav be made to a food truck while parked at a food truck
location.

5.55.070 Penalties.
A. Any person or persons who violate or fail to comply with any of the provisions of this
chapter shall be subject to the provisions of SMC 5.05.200.

Section 2. Section 15.415.300 of the SeaTac Municipal Code, Mobile Food Vending, is hereby
amended to read as follows:

15.415.300 Mobile Food Vending
A. Application. The provisions of this section shall apply to all mobile food vending on

non-city owned property bustresses in all zones where such use is permitted. See SMC
5.55.050 for standards and approval process for mobile food vending on other properties.

B. Exemptions. These provisions do not apply to catered; or private events. e+perfritted—
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C. General Provisions.

1. Mobile food vending shall comply with the definitions and standards of Chapter
5.55 Mobile Food Vendors.

2. A mobile food vending permit shall be obtained prior to operating or locating a
mobile food preparation vehicle on a non-city owned property depending on event
duration. The mobile food vending permit shall be processed as a Type I or Il
project permit per Chapter 16A.03 SMC as described in subsection F of this section.

3.For the purpose of this section. an event is defined as one 24-hour period.

D Moblle Food Vendmg as Permltted Uses. Mobile food vending may-be-permitted-as—
—He _perm1tted as a primary or accessory use in
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1.-2. All mobile food vending operations shall be self-contained; provided, that
outdoor seating may be provided.

2. 3. Parking and Circulation.
a. Drive-up and/or drive-through facilities are prohibited.

b. All mobile vending shall be located on a paved approved surface and maintain
adequate pedestrian and vehicular circulation through parking lots.

¢. Mobile food vending as a primary use shall provide paved parking adequate to
serve customers.

3. 4- Signage. In addition to advertising on the mobile vending vehicle, secondary
signage shall also be allowed pursuant to SMC 15.600.070.

4. A mobile food vendor shall obtain and provide written proof of permission from
the property owner for each location at which the mobile food vendor conducts
business. which shall include a diagram of the mobile food vendor’s location on the
property. Written permission for the mobile food vendor’s staff to use the property
owner's restrooms is also required. It is the responsibility of the mobile food vendor
to comply with all requirements of this subsection prior to conducting anv business at
a particular location.

5. All exterior trash receptacles not intended for customer use shall be screened from
public view and securelv covered.

6. One portable pop-up tent or umbrella. not to exceed ten (10) feet by twelve (12)
feet in size. or up to three (3) tables with beach tvpe umbrellas. may be used for cover
for patrons. Cooking shall not take place under anv tent. Umbrellas and canopics
must be removed at the end of each day.

F. Mobile Food Vending Permitting Requirements.

1. Residential Zones (RL. RM. URM and MHP).




a. Mobile food vending is allowed for one (1) event per calendar vear at all sites
and requires a SeaTac Business License. Vendors must follow the SeaTac Mobile

Vending Placement Guidelines.

b. Mobile food vending for more than one (1) event and up to four (4) events per
calendar vear, is only allowed at non-residential use sites (schools. commercial
businesses, religious use facility, etc.) as follows:

i. A City of SeaTac Business License is required

ii. Vendors must follow the SeaTac Mobile Vending Placement Guidelines

iii. Vendors must obtain a Type | mobile food vending permit through the
zoning administrative permit process.

c. Mobile food vending for more than four (4) events per calendar vear is
prohibited.

2. High Density. Mixed-Use. and Non-Residential Zones (RH. URH. URH-MU. CL.
[, P. NVM. NVH. CB. CB-C. RBX. UVM and UVH.

a. Mobile food vending is allowed for up to two (2) events per calendar vear at a
site and requires a SeaTac Business License. Vendors must follow the SeaTac
Mobile Vending Placement Guidelines.

b. Mobile food vending for more than two (2) events and up to 180 events per
calendar vear is allowed at a site as follows:

i. A City of SeaTac Business License is required

it. Vendors must follow the SeaTac Mobile Vending Placement Guidelines

iil. Vendors must obtain a Type | mobile food vending permit through the
zoning administrative permit process.

¢. Mobile food vending for more than 180 events in calendar vear at a site or for
permanent placement requires a Sealac Business License and Preliminary Site
Plan review pursuant to SMC 15.115.055.




Section 3. Appendix I of Chapter 16A of the SeaTac Municipal Code is hereby amended to

read as follows:

16A Appendix I — City of SeaTac Permits by Department and Type

[Permits/Actions Type 0 Type 1 Type II Type 111
Building Services Division
Electrical X
Mechanical X
Plumbing X
Building X
Engineering Review Division
Grading and Drainage (STE permit) X
Right-of-Way Use X
Noise Variance X
Wireless Communication Facilities — Small Wireless X
Facilities
Engineering Variance X
Concurrency Determination X
Fire Department
Fire Alarm Permits X
Fire Suppression System X
Fuel Storage Tank X
Other Fire Code Permits X
Planning Division
Zoning Compliance Letter X




Permits/Actions Type 0 Type I Type I1 Type III
Zoning Administrative Permit X

Departures X

Home Occupation X

Lot Line Adjustment X

Legal Lot Separation X

Shorelines Exemption X

Sign X

Temporary Use X

Final Plat for a Short Plat, Subdivision or Binding Site Plan X

Wireless Communication Facilities — Eligible Facilities X

Request

Wireless Communication Facilities — Macro Wireless X(1) X(1)
Facilities

(1) Permit type dependent on type of facility; see SMC

15.480.030

Variance, Including Sign Variance X
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) X
Preliminary Site Plan X
Public Utility Exception to CAO X
Short Plat X
Unit Lot Subdivisions X
Special Home Occupation (SHOP) X
Reasonable Use Exception to CAO X
Binding Site Plan X




|Permits/Actions Type 0 Type I Type 11 Type 111
CUP - Essential Public Facility (EPF) X
Planned Unit Development (PUD) X
Zone Reclassification (Rezone) X
Shoreline Substantial Development X
Shoreline Conditional Use X
Shoreline Variance X
Subdivision X
Plat Alteration/Vacation X
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Section 8. The City Clerk is directed to transmit a complete and accurate copy of this
Ordinance, as adopted, to the Department of Commerce within ten days after final
adoption, pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106 and WAC 365-196-630. The Clerk is further
directed to transmit a copy of this Ordinance together with copies of other Ordinances
amending development regulations adopted within the preceding twelve months to the
King County Assessor pursuant to RCW 35A.63.260.

Section 9. Corrections. Upon approval of the City Attorney’s Office, the City Clerk and
the Code Reviser are authorized to make necessary corrections without altering intent,
including the correction of clerical errors, references to other local, state or federal laws,
codes, rules, or regulations; or ordinance numbering and section/subsection numbering.

Section 10. Severability. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase
of this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such invalidity
shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

Section 11. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect five (5) days after passage and
publication as required by law.

ADOPTED this _ 10th day of __February . 2026, and signed in authentication
thereof on this 10th day of __ February ., 2026.

CITY OF SEATAC

Mohamed Egal, May'gf‘ \J
ATTEST:

Approved as to Form:

A

Cindy vCorsiliés, City A‘ﬁ%m:y\

[Effective date: February 21, 2026]
[Mobile Food Vending Amendments]

12



