
ENVISION 2044 Transportation Element 
6/18/2024 Planning Commission Meeting



ACTION REQUESTED: None. The meeting is an informational briefing.
• REVIEWS TO DATE: 

• 5/11/23 T&PW; 5/23/23 RGC; 12/14/23 T&PW; 1/9/24 RGC

 

POTENTIAL COMMISSION ACTION



PURPOSE OF PRESENTATION
Staff intends to brief 
commissioners and the public on 
the 2024 update to SeaTac’s 
Transportation Element (TE) of the 
Comprehensive Plan, which is 
currently underway.

WHY IS THIS ISSUE IMPORTANT?
1. Per the schedule outlined in state statute RCW 

36.70A.130, SeaTac is responsible for providing an 
updated comprehensive plan by 12/31/2024.

2. This project requires constant coordination and 
alignment with the Envision SeaTac 2044 
Comprehensive Plan Update project.

3. The update of the Transportation Element and the 
Envision SeaTac 2044 Comprehensive Plan Update 
are separate, concurrent, and interconnected 
projects.

4. The updated TE+TMP will include an overhauled 
travel demand model that the City shares with the 
Port of Seattle providing analysis of post-pandemic 
changes to the transportation system.

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW



Statutory Distinctions:
• The city’s transportation system is guided by local, state, and regional planning 

requirements. 

• Under the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA), the Transportation 
Element is a requirement of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. RCW 36.70A.070 (6) 
establishes the minimum requirements for the TE.  These requirements are:

• Be consistent with the Land Use Element, including travel forecasts of at least 10-years based 
on the land use plans;

• Identify the impacts of the City’s land use (and transportation) plans on state owned 
transportation facilities to provide a framework for monitoring the performance of and 
planning for improvements for the state highways and other state facilities;

• Include level of service (LOS) standards for all locally owned arterials and transit routes to 
gauge the performance of the systems;

• Identify system improvements to address any LOS deficiencies;
• Include a multiyear financing plan based on the needs identified in the comprehensive plan.

2024 TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT UPDATE



Background:
• Washington State requires periodic reviews and updates to the Comprehensive 

Plan every ten years.
• The Transportation Element is coordinated with the Land Use, Parks, 

Recreation, and Open Space, Capital Facilities, and Economic Vitality Elements 
of the plan. 

• The TE provides policies and strategies to guide development of the City’s 
transportation system.

• The Transportation Master Plan (TMP) provides a more detailed blueprint for 
the City’s multimodal transportation system and will be discussed at future 
meetings.
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Background:
• The Transportation Element establishes the broad goals and policies for 

directing investments in system preservation, operations, safety, and 
multimodal capital improvements.

• The comprehensive plan identifies the role of regional agencies in providing 
transportation to the City, and how the City’s capital investments support the 
regional transportation network. 

• It is used by City staff, the Planning Commission, City Council, and the 
community to establish priorities for transportation investments, work with 
other agencies, and evaluate development proposals.

• Both the TMP and TE provide a long-range vision for the City’s 
transportation system.
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2024 TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT UPDATE

Separate, concurrent, and interconnected projects: TE and SeaTac 2044 Comprehensive Plan

The updated TE+TMP will set the course for the City’s transportation policies, 
programs, and capital facilities for years to come as a background report utilized 
throughout the comprehensive plan.



Travel Demand Model (TDM):
• City staff are coordinating with the Port of 

Seattle to ensure the TDM meets the needs 
of both agencies and is forward compatible 
with Puget Sound Regional Council’s model 
and industry technology.

• The City and Port of Seattle share the travel 
demand model. The cost for this task is 
being shared by both agencies in 
accordance with Section 4.4 of the 2018 
Interlocal Agreement.  A letter of 
concurrence has been executed that 
documents the cost-sharing arrangement. 

2024 TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT UDPATE



Current Implementation Strategies - Page T-34 of the Transportation Element.
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Update to Implementation Strategies: Goal/Policy Review

https://www.seatacwa.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/28299/637191073165170000
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ACTION REQUESTED: None. The meeting is an informational briefing.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

• Staff recommends further briefings to commissioners.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

• None at this time.

POTENTIAL COMMISSION ACTION



Questions?
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