
 

 

Thursday, October 16, 2017 
4:30 PM – 6:00 PM 

 SeaTac City Hall - Riverton Room 128 
 

Members:   Present:  Absent: Commence:    4:35 PM 
         Adjourn:          5:35 PM 
Peter Kwon, Chair       X                   
Rick Forschler                X                      
Michael Siefkes, Mayor         X      
 
Other Council Members Present:   Deputy Mayor Pam Fernald 
      
Staff Coordinator:  Will Appleton, Public Works Director 
 
Other Staff Present: Florendo Cabudol, City Engineer; Jeff Robinson, CED Director; 
Aleksandr Yeremeyev, Economic Development Strategist 
 

1. Call to Order  

2. Public Comment None 

3. Miller Walker Creek 

Drainage Realignment – 

Joint project with City of 

Burien 

X Informational Presentation with Q & A 
 
Maiya Andrews, PW Director, City of Burien and Russ Gaston, Project 
Manager, OTAK presented a project that Burien is requesting 
partnership with SeaTac to realign the Miller Walker Creek crossing 
under Des Moines Memorial Drive South.  The Miller Creek Realignment 
(“PROJECT”) is part of the ongoing planned re-development of the Port 
of Seattle properties located west of Des Moines Memorial Drive South 
(DMMDS) and north of SR518 (NERA – Northeast Redevelopment 
Area).  The PROJECT proposes to realign and elongate Miller Creek, 
build floodplains adjacent to the new alignment, and build several new 
culvert crossings.  These improvements are targeted to improve fish 
passage in the creek and provide more natural conditions along the 
creek.  CM Forshcler expressed interest in learning more of the onsite 
WQ/LID treatment being used upstream of the PROJECT. 
 
Ms. Andrews then explained that a benefit of the PROJECT to SeaTac 
would be the proposed new street culvert under DMMDS.  The proposed 
culvert would take the place of the existing pipe crossing allowing it to be 
abandoned or most likely removed.  In addition, storm conveyance 
infrastructure would also be installed along the west side of DMMDS to 
convey stormwater to the realigned Miller Creek.  This allows for the 
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separation of SeaTac stormwater from entering a private storm drain 
pipe on the adjacent self-storage business located at 14460 DMMDS. 
 
Ms. Andrews explained the PROJECT funding and estimated 
participation amount of $500,000 from SeaTac.  She compared the 
estimated contribution against an estimate ($1,370,000) should SeaTac 
pursue replacing the existing culvert crossing as its own project.  Burien 
is leveraging funding from the Port of Seattle for design of the 
PROJECT.  Burien will also be the lead to seek additional funding 
through grants to offset PROJECT costs.  Ms. Andrews summarized the 
presentation with a request for SeaTac to partner with Burien on 
construction of the PROJECT. 
 
PW Director Appleton explained that the existing pipe crossing has 
known deficiencies and requires extensive maintenance and possibly 
replacement.  SeaTac has a SWM CIP programmed to repair/replace the 
existing drainage manhole structures at either end of the existing pipe 
crossing.  The estimated programmed funding is $340,000 (Actual 
amount - $343,314). 
 
PW Director Appleton further explained the benefits of the project from 
SeaTac’s perspective and was highly supportive of participation by the 
City of SeaTac to help ensure the success of the project. 
 
Following a robust question and answer session with the Committee, the 
Committee members elected to move the item forward to Council with a 
recommendation to approve. (3-0 in favor) 
 

4. Autonomous Vehicles 

by CATES 

X  Informational Update 
 
PW Director Appleton asked if Committee had a chance to read the 
9/25/17 CATES report on key findings from stakeholders and immediate 
action steps to begin securing federal funding.  The Committee 
responded that they have not read the report in its entirety yet.  PW 
Director Appleton went on to summarize key take away points from the 
report: 
 

 Most ready/feasible market for initial implementation of 
autonomous microtransit is to serve residential neighborhoods to 
connect to light rail station, community centers, employment 
sites, schools, and local retail. 

 Too many challenges, at this time, to implement autonomous 
microtransit services accessing Sea-Tac Airport. 

 
John Niles from CATES, joined the discussion to relay his experience 
discussing this technology with stakeholders.  Mr. Niles explained that 
most stakeholders were favorable to the idea of autonomous 
microtransit, including the Port of Seattle. 
 
Mr. Niles also shared that they are aware of a Federal Highway grant 
that may become available. 

5. Adjourned  



 

 

  


