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Comment 
No. Page / Section Reviewer Reviewer's Comment Response Response 

By

1 5-1 / 5.1 (A) 
Rock Facing DPT

SMC 15.435.300 (E) limits retaining wall to 6’ for residential.  Either add in a 
statement for this or limit retaining wall heights to 6’.
SMC 15.435.300 (E) HEIGHT EXCEPTIONS – BULKHEAD OR RETAINING 
WALL
When a property owner raises the existing grade of a sloping residential lot through 
the construction of a bulkhead or retaining wall and the addition of fill, the height of 
such bulkhead or wall shall not exceed six (6) feet above existing grade.

This referenced code is for 
residential walls/fences.  The 
City will allow 8 foot rockery 

wall in ROW

JMM

2 5-1 / 5.1 (A) 
Rock Facing DPT

2015 IRC R105.02 (3) requires retaining wall four feet or higher or any wall carrying 
a surcharge to be designed by a licensed structural engineer.  Consider rewording 
4th sentence of 5.1 (A) to:
A structural wall of acceptable design, stamped by a licensed structural engineer, 
is required for rock facings heights of 4 feet or greater, any wall carrying a 
surcharge or when soil is unstable.

Will incorporate JMM

3 5.1A SP

If a rock wall over 4 ft. requires a building permit, should be noted here.
Rock wall in ROW constructed 
for a roadway project does not 
require a building permit, will 

not include in ROW standards.

JMM

4 5-1 / 5.1 (C) 
Keyway DPT

The underdrain trench is the more correct reference for the keyway width limit.
It shall be excavated the full rockery width including the underdrain trench.

Keyway width is correctly 
designated, will include in 

standard detail
JMM

5 5-1 / 5.1 (D-1) 
Underdrains DPT

Recommend adding a statement regarding underdrain trench width referring to 
WSDOT 2014 Standard Specification Section 2-09.4 Structure Excavation 
Horizontal Limits. Will include in standard detail JMM

6 5-1 / 5.1 (D-2) 
Underdrains DPT

Recommend adding a statement or modifying the sentence to include a minimum 
slope of 0.5% for connection to the storm drain system or acceptable outfall. Will include in standard detail JMM

7
5-1 / 5.1 (F) 
Rock Filter 

Layers
DPT

Figures 5-003 through 5-006 does not clearly identify the Rock Filter Layers.  
Please consider labeling our figures to clearly identify the Rock Filter Layer. Will include in standard detail JMM
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8

5-1 / 5.1 (G) 
Fill Rockery 

Facing 
Supporting 
Roadway 

Embankment:

DPT

Consider changing the name of this subsection to Geosynthetic fabric or Geogrid.

Change to "Geosynthetic 
Treatment" JMM

9

5-2 / 5.1 (G) 
Fill Rockery  

Facing 
Supporting 
Roadway 

Embankment:

A. Shasti

Add "registered in State of Washington" at the end  

This is included in definition, 
will not include here

JMM

10
5-3 / 5.1 (I) 
Fence and 
Handrails:

A. Shasti

Change: A chain link fence to A vinyl coated chain link fence

Added vinyl coated, removed 
metal handrail.

JMM

11

5-3 / 5.3 (B) 
Street Trees 

and 
Landdscaping

A. Shasti

Remove "unduly" from the fourth line.

Will remove

JMM

12 5.3B SP
Make the preservation of trees and vegetation required.

Will incorporate
JMM

13

5-3 / 5.3 (C) 
Street Trees 

and 
Landdscaping

A. Shasti

Remove "duly" from the fourth line.

Will remove

JMM

14 5.3C SP
Preferable planting area should be between the curb and sidewalk.

Will incorporate
JMM

15 5.3.D.1 SP
Make sure standard is consistent with SMC Will check SMC for 

consistency
JMM

16

5-5 / 5.3 (D.2) 
Street Trees 

and 
Landdscaping

A. Shasti

This requirement will not work for 5 feet and particularly for 4 feet wide sidewalk. 
There will be very little space (if any) between outside tree trunk and edge of 
sidewalk. Will require a minimum 5' 

planter strip with trees planted 
in center

JMM
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17 5.3.D.6 SP

Why not allow irrigation within the ROW? It is the City's preference to 
not allow irrigation in the 
ROW.  A variance can be 
requested for special 
circumstances.

JMM

18

5-5 / 5.3 (E.7) 
Street Trees 

and 
Landdscaping

A. Shasti This requirement is in conflict with requirement 5.3 (D.2). Comment 5 mentioned 
above. 

This is not in conflict with 
5.3.D.2

JMM

19 5.3.J SP
Traffic circles should be required to be planted as default.

Traffic circles will require 
planting, islands can be paved.

JMM

20 5.4 SP
If mail box installations require ROW permit, should be noted here.

ROW permit not required for 
mailbox installation.

JMM

21 5.5 SP

City limits are the extent of our UGA

Altered this section to reflect 
that illumination standards are 
uniform throughout the City.

JMM

22

5-7 / 5.3 (N) 
Street Trees 

and 
Landdscaping

A. Shasti

This is a good opportunity for the PW Maintenance Division to review small, 
medium and large trees list and propose any necessary changes.

PW Maintenance has 
reviewed the tree list and 
provided the committee with a 
revised list.  PSE will be 
providing their tree list as well. 

JMM

23

5-10 / 5.3 (O) 
Street Trees 

and 
Landdscaping

A. Shasti

Remove "duly" from the first line. Will remove

JMM

24
5-12 / 5.5 

Street 
Illumination

A. Shasti Include: Photometric Lighting Plans signed and sealed by a professional engineer 
registered in State of Washingtom must be submitted for review and approval. Will incorporate

JMM

25
5-13/ 5.5 

Street 
Illumination

A. Shasti

2nd to last paragraph: Change county to city Will incorporate

JMM
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26 5.4 Standards 
Comm. Call and confim information with Post Office Will confirm

JMM

27 5.5 VP
Remove urban and arterial, 1st paragraph Will remove

JMM

28 5.4.B.3 Standards 
Comm. Remove last sentence Will remove

JMM

29 5.3 Standards 
Comm. Tree list should be a separate figure, either in appendix or end of chapter Will make list a figure

JMM

30 5.3.D.6 JMM
Add reference to City of SeaTac soil amendment requirements Incorporated

JMM

31 5.3.H JMM
Change to clear width of 48 inches. Incorporated

JMM

32 5.4.A.1 JMM
Replace "Department of Transportation" with "City" Incorporated

JMM

33 5.4.2.b Standards 
Comm. Remove paragraph Incorporated

JMM
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