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City Council Adopts 2015-2016 Biennial Budget
The City’s 2015-2016 Biennial Budget was developed in the challenging climate of balancing ever 
increasing costs with slowing or declining revenue sources. An overall theme was to make the 
necessary decisions to allocate specific resources to maintain the level of city services that support 
a healthy, secure, safe and livable community, while at the same time protecting the fiscal integrity 
of the City. The City is committed to consistently monitoring its financial condition, in order to 
make adjustments as necessary. This will ensure that SeaTac maintains its economic health and 
continues to provide a supportive environment for both its residents and its businesses.

In the 2015-2016 adopted Budget, the General Fund supports the majority of municipal operating 
services. It anticipates 2015 and 2016 revenues of $72,250,947 and expenditures of $69,984,179, 
with the difference allocated to fully funding the strategic operating reserve. The fund balance at 
the end of the 2016 is budgeted to be $9,953,203, with $8,837,008 of that restricted for the City’s 
3 month (25%) operating reserve. Most neighboring jurisdictions are operating with reserve levels 
in the 7-10% range, especially as cities continue to struggle through these financially difficult times. 
The SeaTac City Council has made many difficult decisions, including staff layoffs, implementation 
of a utility tax and increases to fees for services, in order to maintain services at levels which the 
residents desire, deserve and expect and still 
strategically preserve operating reserves at 
the high level that the City has become 
accustomed to.

In addition to maintaining current service 
levels, the 2015-2016 Budget provides the 
resources and expenditures for the first two 
years of the 2015-2020 Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP). Projects funded in the CIP are 
based on evaluation criteria that include 
maximizing direct benefits to residents and 
positioning the City for redevelopment 
opportunities. 2015-2016 budgeted capital expenditures of approximately $33 million include 
building improvements, transportation and pedestrian improvements, property acquisitions, 
and various equipment and vehicle replacements.

The 2015-2016 Draft Budget was submitted to the full City Council on October 1. The City 
Council held two public workshops on October 9 and 27, during which they reviewed in detail 
the entire proposed budget, including testimony from each of the department heads on their 
budget requests and making many adjustments along the way. The final preliminary budget 
incorporating all of these decisions was posted to the City’s website on October 29, and an 
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City Council Meetings
City Hall Council Chambers 
Study Sessions at 4:00 PM  
Regular Meetings at 6:30 PM 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays

To view Council agendas and minutes, or 
meeting times and dates, please visit the 
City’s website at www.cityofseatac.com.

Meeting times may change. Please call 
the City Clerk’s Office at 973.4660 for the 
latest information.

City Council Study Sessions and Council Meetings are recorded 
and can be viewed by Comcast subscribers on SeaTV, Channel 21 at 
2:00 AM, 8:00 AM and 8:00 PM beginning Thursday evening following 
a Council Meeting. The meetings can also be found online by visiting  
www.cityofseatac.com. Select the grey SeaTV box from the menu on 
the left and then choose the Council Meetings tab, from there you can 
choose to view any Council Meeting from the previous year. If you have 
any questions regarding viewing the Council Meetings please contact 
the City Manager’s Office at 973.4820.
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Dave Bush
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official public hearing on the budget occurred on 
November 12. Later that same night, the City Council took 
action to adopt the Final 2015-2016 Biennial Budget at their 
Regular Council meeting.

In conclusion, the 2015-2016 Biennial Budget continues 
the City’s efforts to provide high quality public safety, 
public  works, community and economic development, 
human services, parks and court services to the residents 
of SeaTac. The City is fortunate to have residents, dedi-
cated elected officials and appointed staff members, 
who demonstrate a passion for continuing to improve 
SeaTac as a place to live, work, play and do business. 

Together, we have developed a 2015-2016 Budget which 
provides a comprehensive operating and capital funding 
plan that accomplishes the City’s goal of delivering the 
highest level of services possible, while making necessary 
strategic investments for the future.

The 2015-2016 Budget can be found on the City’s website 
at www.cityofseatac.com, click the Government tab and 
select Financial Reports.

Biennial Budget, cont. from page 1...

APPOINTED SEATAC CITIZENS
The following individuals have been appointed to a SeaTac 
Citizen Advisory Committee. We value their civic interest and 
willingness to be a part of the working team of our City.

Library Advisory 
Committee:
Cheryl Forbes re-appointed 
September 9, 2014

Thomas Plante re-appointed 
September 9, 2014

Hotel/Motel Tax 
Advisory Committee:
Jeffrey Bauknecht re-appoint- 
ed September 9, 2014

Cathy Heiberg re-appointed 
September 9, 2014

Caroline Curtis re-appointed 
September 9, 2014

Frank Welton re-appointed 
September 9, 2014

Human Services 
Advisory Committee:
Cheryl Forbes re-appointed 
October 28, 2014

Deborah Anderson 
appointed October 28, 2014

Senior Citizen 
Advisory Committee:
Frederick Geraldsen 
re-appointed November 12, 
2014

Donna Ellenberger 
appointed November 12, 
2014

Doris Spence appointed 
November 12, 2014
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Angle Lake Station Area Plan 
Project Update 
Over the last 12 months, City staff have worked with members of 
the business and residential communities on a redevelopment plan 
for the area around Sound Transit’s Angle Lake light rail station. 
The station area plan envisions a more walkable, bicycle-friendly, 
transit-oriented area, with better access to jobs, services, open 
space and a healthier lifestyle.

Plan Review Process
The SeaTac Planning Commission and City Council are currently 
reviewing drafts of the station area plan, and City Council is antici-
pated to consider adoption of the plan in early 2015.

To See the Plan
To see a copy of the draft plan, please visit the project webpage at: 
www.ci.seatac.wa.us/anglelakestation. For any questions, please 
contact Senior Planner Kate Kaehny at kkaehny@ci.seatac.wa.us.

Development Progress at Angle Lake Station 
Sound Transit’s extension of light rail from the Airport Station 
to the Angle Lake Station on S. 200th Street is scheduled to 
begin service in mid to late 2016. Currently two Sound Transit 
projects are under construction in SeaTac: the Guideway and 
Station and the Parking Garage. 

The Guideway and Station project has completed the column 
and cap installations. The 
Guideway segment portion of 
construction is scheduled to be 
finished in February. The Station 
portion of construction has begun 
and the second floor panels and 
other vertical components are 
scheduled to be finished by the 
end of the year.

The Parking Garage project is continuing with permit reviews 
and has begun construction. The final architectural and 
structural packages for this project are scheduled to be 
submitted for review and permit issuance early this year. 
Construction of the drainage vault, foundations and possibly 
the first floor slab and columns are scheduled to be completed 
by the end of March.

There are two additional projects this year that are under 
design and permit review. They are the I-5 Military Road 

Improvements project and the S. 200th Area Road 
Improvements project. Construction for the I-5 Military Road 
Improvements project will have a right-of-way use permit issued 
and is scheduled to start early this year. The S. 200th Area 
Roadway Improvement project, which is also under plan and 
design review, will include extensive reconstruction of S. 200th 
Street, requiring complex traffic control and road closures. 

City of SeaTac staff has provided 
proactive responses to help resolve 
unforeseen issues and participated in 
a wide variety of meetings to resolve 
design issues at the first opportunity. 
All of this was done with the goal of 
helping this project stay on schedule 
and begin service in mid to late 2016.

Construction alerts for the projects can be found:

•	 City website at: www.cityofseatac.com, on the main page 
under Latest News. 

•	 Sound Transit’s website at: www.soundtransit.org/Projects-
and-Plans/South-200th-Link-Extension. Once there, click on 
“Get involved” then click “Latest update.” 

For construction-related issues, call Sound Transit’s 24-Hour 
construction hotline: 1.888.298.2395
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Process 
Improvement 
Efforts
City staff completed two process 
improvement initiatives recently 
to enhance the experience for 
customers of key city services.

First, Community and Economic 
Development (CED) and Public 
Works staff concentrated on 
the issuance of right-of-way 
permits that are required to 
install utilities in city-owned 
sidewalks and streets. The effort 
resulted in a process that could 
take as long as nine days, being 
reduced to three days from 
start to finish in most cases. 
Since the improvements took 
effect, nearly 64 percent of all 
right-of-way permits—including 
those that were the focus of 
the project—have been issued 
in four days or less.

The second effort involved staff 
from many departments—  
Finance & Systems, CED, Fire 
and Police—and focused on 
improving the business licens-
ing process. The City issues 
approximately 1,700 business 
licenses each year and approxi-
mately 10% of are for new 
licenses for ventures with a 
physical presence within the city 
limits. The result of staff’s efforts? 
A process that previously could 
take from three to seven weeks 
for new bricks-and-mortar 
businesses in SeaTac to receive 
a license is now down to less 
than two weeks. 

Staff is currently discussing 
which two processes to work 
on improving next.

	POLICE OFFICER 
	 OF THE YEAR

Kevin Shoblom

5 YEARS:
Mechee Burnett
Cortlee Harris
Mark 

Lohse-Miranda
Donald Robinett
Anita Woodmass

10 YEARS:
Florendo Cabudol
Lee Crawley
Karen Davy
Robin Fry
Donna 

Johnson-Wood
Annette Louie
Richard McMartin
Cherie Muckian

Brenda Rolph
Susan Sanderson
Alan Tag
Julia Yoon

15 YEARS:
Donyelle Frazier
Mark Hasbargen
Mike Kopick
Benjamin Shadlow
Brian Taylor

20 YEARS:
Michael 

Papahronis
Robbye Sanchez
Michael Scarey

Each year the City of SeaTac selects employees for citywide awards who have demon-
strated outstanding performance. Awards are given for customer service, going the 
extra mile, promoting diversity and demonstrating SeaTac’s core values. The SeaTac 
Police Department gives additional recognition for its outstanding members. Employees 
are nominated by their fellow staff members and an employee committee determines 
the selection of the recipients for the Customer Service, Extra Mile, Diversity and 
The SeaTac Award. The awards were presented at the annual Employee Awards Banquet 
on December 5 held at the SeaTac Hilton. The awards given for service to the City of 
SeaTac and its residents in 2014 were:

Those employees with 5, 10, 15 and 20 years of service were also recognized. The service 
awards were given to:

City Recognizes Outstanding Employees

CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARD
Kim Cooper (center)

EXTRA MILE 
AWARD

Deb McClung

DIVERSITY 
AWARD

Roger Chouinard
(center)

THE SEATAC AWARD
Gwen Voelpel (left)



What Does SeaTac’s 
Future Look Like?
City staff are looking forward to 
the year 2035, and we would like 
to hear your thoughts. 

Why 2035? We are in the process 
of updating the Comprehensive 
Plan, which was last updated in 
2004. The updated Plan will look 
at how we should grow and 
improve, addressing the needs of 
current City residents and busi-
nesses, and new population and 
employment over the next 20 
years through 2035.

What is the Comprehensive Plan? 
The Comprehensive Plan is the 
City’s “road-map to the future.” It 
covers all aspects of city develop-
ment from transportation and land 
use to housing and parks/recre-
ation, and all points in between.

We will review all aspects of the 
draft updated Plan at City Council 
and Planning Commission meet-
ings during the first few months of 
this year. We anticipate that the 
City Council will adopt the 
updated Plan in May or June.

Check the Comprehensive Plan 
web page at www.cityofseatac.
com/2035 for current information. 
If you have questions, email them 
to 2035@cityofseatac.com or call 
Mike Scarey at 973.4750.

New Tourism Initiative Now Underway
In October the SeaTac City Council voted to establish the Seattle Southside 
Tourism Promotion Area (TPA) and to charter the Seattle Southside Regional 
Tourism Authority (RTA). 

The team from Seattle Southside Visitors 
Services, which was established in 2002, will 
transition to the newly created RTA. In 2013, 
Seattle Southside 
reported that for 
every $1.00 spent on 
tourism marketing 
there was a return on 
that investment of 
$14.26 from an 
increased number of 
visitors to the region. 
To date, the revenue 
to support such 
marketing efforts was 
collected exclusively 
from a lodging tax. The hotel’s self-imposed TPA assessments on their business 
activities allows for an increase of an estimated $2.5 million annually to support 
these programs tripling the yearly budget for such activities.

“The region’s hospitality industry and our community will benefit greatly from the 
leadership of our City Council in taking this important step forward,” said City 
Manager Todd Cutts. 

Frank Welton, Area General Manager of Hilton Worldwide added: “It is well 
documented that tourism drives local economies and no place is that more so 
than in Seattle Southside. Our region’s collective 8,000 hotel rooms generate 
jobs, tax revenue and added vitality to the community. A greater investment in 
marketing our destination will have a very positive impact and I am grateful for 
the partnership of the hotels and the cities to make this a top priority.” 

The RTA is a public corporation that operates as a separate legal entity apart from 
the City and will manage increased funding and tourism promotion activities for 
the cities of Des Moines, SeaTac and Tukwila. A Board of Directors has recently 
been named for the RTA that will oversee expenditures, operations and market-
ing and be responsible for all of its own liabilities.

The City will assume no liability for the RTA and will exercise only basic over-
sight of the organization including the approval of an annual budget, confirma-
tion of board members, review of financial reports and audits, and attendance 
at board meetings. 
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YOUTH ART EXHIBIT
Youth Art Reception
Thursday, January 22
City Hall Council Chambers
5:00 - 6:00 PM
Current students attending one 
of the local high schools may 
enter the annual Youth Art 
Contest. Winners will be recog-
nized at a reception January 22. 
For more information, please 
contact Marlon Olson at 973.4684 
or molson@ci.seatac.wa.us.

PURCHASE AWARD 
WINNERS OF THE 
ANNUAL ART EXHIBIT 
A total of 30 art pieces were 
submitted for the City’s biennial 
juried fine art exhibit and three 
were selected for purchase. This 
brings the City’s permanent 
collection to 136 pieces. Art is 
displayed throughout City 
facilities for public viewing. 

The following are this year’s 
purchase award winners:

Title: Reflection Lake 
Artist: Roxana Caples

Title: From Afar 
Artist: Tis Huberth

Title: Pacific Power 
Artist: Roxana Caples 

RECREATION 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Recreation Scholarship 
program provides financial 
assistance to youth and teen 
residents for recreational services. 
Please call the Parks and 
Recreation Department at 
973.4680 for additional 
information. 

SAVE THE DATE
Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, 
April 4 at Angle Lake Park 
9:00 AM Sharp

Parks and Recreation –  Fall 2014

VALLEY RIDGE COMMUNITY CENTER 
EXPANSION PROJECT
The Parks and Recreation Department received 
$265,000 from the King County Community 
Development Block Grant program to expand 
the Valley Ridge Community Center. The 
expansion will house the Teen Program that 
currently shares space with the Pre-school 
Program. The room will include foosball, table 
tennis, video games and computers plus a hang 
out area for the teens. We anticipate that the 
project will be under construction soon with 
completion estimated this spring. For more 
information, please contact Assistant Parks and 
Recreation Director Lawrence Ellis at 973.4681 
or lfellis@ci.seatac.wa.us.  

2015 Neighborhood Grant Program
The City of SeaTac’s 2015 Neighborhood Grant Program will 
start accepting applications January 15 for the 2015 program. 

SeaTac is committed to promoting and sustaining an environ-
ment that is responsive to resident involvement. The purpose 
of the program is to encourage the formation of neighbor-
hoods that work together for neighborhood identity through 
collaborative projects. It is the goal of the Neighborhood 
Grant Program to build viable partnerships between the City 
and its residents. 

Total grant funds available for the overall 2015 Neighborhood 
Grant Program equal $5,000. Only qualified applications will 
be considered. Awarded projects will be determined by the 
amount of qualified applications the City receives and is 
limited to how many projects can be accommodated within 
the $5,000 program budget. 

The 2015 Neighborhood Grant Program projects require a 
2 (neighborhood) to 1 (City) match for City funds awarded 

(2:1 match). For every dollar requested through the grant fund, 
two dollars of match must be provided by the applicant group. 
Applicant group portion of the grant are typically volunteer 
labor, donated materials, supplies and/or professional services.

Examples of projects include: neighborhood identity (signage, 
kiosks), community gardens, play areas, neighborhood events 
(Block Watch, Map Your Neighborhood), public amenity 
(benches, sculpture), neighborhood clean-up, youth projects, 
secure mailboxes, artwork/neighborhood beautification, or 
other similar improvements.

•	 Projects must meet the programs requirements. 

•	 2015 pilot program is limited to $5,000.

For information and application please contact Resource 
Conservation/Neighborhood Programs Coordinator Trudy 
Olson at 973.4763. Applications are also available on the 
City’s website under the Public Works Department’s web page 
at www.ci.seatac.wa.us/neighborhoodgrantprogram.
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Construction Update
Military Road S. Improvements,  
S. 176th Street to S. 166th Street
Construction on Military Road South Improvements continues 
and is on schedule for completion in April. Complete 
improvements include the conversion of overhead utilities 
to an underground system; paving of the first layer of asphalt; 
and installation of new street lighting. New storm drainage 
and water main facilities were also installed and are now 
working. Upcoming work includes installing concrete side-
walks and driveways, final roadway grading, and installation 

of  a new traffic 
signal at S. 170th 
Street. Final 
paving and 
property restora-
tion is scheduled 
for this spring. 
For additional 

project information, please contact Eric Proctor, Project 
Engineer, at 973.4735. Follow the project on Twitter at  
@SeaTacPW; #MilitaryRdS.

S. 179th Street Sidewalk Project, 42nd Avenue S. 
to Military Road S.
The sidewalk project along S. 179th Street is now complete. 
Pedestrians now have a connection to Bow Lake Elementary, 
Chinook Middle School to the west, as well as the library 
and sidewalk on the Military Road S. corridor.

The project installed sidewalks along both sides of  
S. 179th Street. Please contact Toli Khlevnoy, Project  

Manager, at 973.4736, or tkhlevnoy@ci.seatac.wa.us.  
For more information, visit our website at  
www.ci.seatac.wa.us/south179thstreetsidewalkimprovements.

S. 179th Street is the 
fifth project in the 
Neighborhood 
Sidewalk Program. 
In the last five years 
2.2 miles of neighbor-
hood streets have 
been improved with sidewalks to connect neighborhoods with 
schools, transit and community amenities.

Connecting 28th/24th Avenue S.
Design is complete for “The Connecting 28th/24th Avenue S.” 
project. This project will construct a new arterial road between 
S. 200th and S. 208th Streets. The new road will include four 
general purpose lanes, turn pockets, and a shared use path 
along both sides. This project will complete a new north-south 
corridor from S. 188th Street to S. 216th Street.

The completed corridor will improve access and circulation 
for the new Angle Lake light rail station at S. 200th Street and 
28th Avenue S. In addition to relieving traffic congestion on 
International Boulevard, the new road will provide access to 
approximately 200 acres for redevelopment that could add 
new jobs to the area. The new road is expected to be open 
early 2017. For additional project information, please contact 
Florendo Cabudol, Project Manager, at 973.4740. Follow the 
project on Twitter at @SeaTacPW; #28th24th.

Passport News
Passport applications are accepted at City Hall 
on Wednesday and Thursday only, from 9:00 AM 
– 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM (please arrive 
by 3:45 to allow for processing time). The current 
processing time for passports is 4-6 weeks. 
The City accepts personal checks or money 
orders only for passport fees. Passport fees are 
non-refundable.

Need a Passport in a Hurry?
If you will be traveling within two weeks, it is 
recommended that you schedule an appointment at the U.S. 
Department of State Passport Agency in downtown Seattle. 
To schedule an appointment, please call the National 

US PASSPORT 
BOOK FEES

US PASSPORT 
CARD FEES

BOTH  
(Book & Card) 

1st Time Applicants

Age* Adults Minors Adults Minors Adults Minors

Passport  
Services 
Fee

$110.00 $80.00 $30.00 $15.00 $140.00 $95.00

City of 
SeaTac Fee $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 $25.00

Total $135.00 $105.00 $55.00 $40.00 $165.00 $120.00

* Adults 16+, Minors Under 16

Passport Information Center at 877.487.2778. Please note 
the $60 expedite fee is required for each application 
submitted in person at a Passport Agency or Center.
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2015 Waste Reduction & Recycling Programs
SeaTac is dedicated to reducing waste, encouraging recycling and promoting reuse. 
Watch for our next recycling event in spring 2015.

Yard Debris Options 
for SeaTac Residents
CURBSIDE SERVICE WITH 
RECOLOGY CLEANSCAPES
Yard debris collection is now available 
at no extra cost to SeaTac residents that 
subscribe to curbside garbage service 
with Recology CleanScapes. Food 
scraps go into the yard waste container 
so you might be able to downsize your 
waste container and save! If you’re 
interested in learning more or would 
like to sign up for service, please 
contact Recology CleanScapes at 
767.1166 or visit www.cleanscapes.com/
seatac/community/. 

SELF-HAULING OF YARD DEBRIS
SeaTac residents who choose to 
self-haul their yard debris have several 
options – please note that fees apply. 
For fees and restrictions, please contact 
the company. 

Bow Lake Transfer Station – Tukwila 
(18800 Orillia Road S.) 296.4466
HOURS:  
Monday, 12:00 AM – Friday, 11:30 PM  
Saturday & Sunday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM 
The facility is closed on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year’s Day.
Bow Lake Transfer Station now accepts 
yard waste for recycling; drop-off only. 
Includes leaves, grass clippings, weeds, 
brush, Christmas trees and branches 
(must be 4 inches in diameter or less, 
and less than 8 feet long). Yard waste 
must be separated from garbage. 
No dirt or sod. No plastic of any kind. 
No food scraps.

For further information on the Bow Lake 
Transfer Station, please visit http://your.
kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/facilities/
bow-transfer.asp?ID=343 or for ques-
tions regarding accepted materials, fees 
and hours you may call 296.4466. 

Pacific Topsoils, Inc. – Tukwila  
(6000 S. 129th Street Tukwila) 772.3091
HOURS: Vary with the seasons – 7 days 
a week.
Missed a collection event, or have 
items not accepted at the event? 

Visit King County’s “What do I do 
with…?” website at http://your.king-
county.gov/solidwaste/wdidw/ or visit 
the Earth911 website at http://earth911.
com/ to find information on where to 
take your items. Free brochures with 
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle information are 
available at City Hall. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE
www.HazWasteHelp.org 

Products are considered hazardous 
if the label has the words “Poison”, 
“Danger”, “Warning”, or “Caution”. 
Remember: Never pour excess hazard-
ous waste down any drain or sewer or 
dispose of it in the garbage! 

Household Hazards Line 296.4692

For more information, contact Resource 
Conservation/Neighborhood Programs 
Coordinator Trudy Olson at 973.4763.

TO REPORT  
A SPILL —  
CALL THE  
SPILL HOTLINE
The City of SeaTac has estab-
lished a Spill Hotline for residents 
and businesses to report spills or 
water quality issues.

Monday – Friday: 7:00 AM 
to 3:30 PM call 973.4770
After hours/weekends/holidays: 
call the King County 24-hour 
dispatch at 296.8100

If spill is hazardous, 
also call 911.

http://www.cleanscapes.com/seatac/community/
http://www.cleanscapes.com/seatac/community/
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/facilities/bow-transfer.asp?ID=343
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/facilities/bow-transfer.asp?ID=343
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/facilities/bow-transfer.asp?ID=343
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/wdidw/
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/wdidw/
http://earth911.com/
http://earth911.com/


Changing Weather Increases Stormwater Runoff to the Puget Sound
Winter in the beautiful Pacific Northwest brings an increase in 
seasonal rain and snow possibilities. Stormwater runoff is rain 
or snowmelt not absorbed into 
the ground that flows off land 
surfaces such as roads, parking 
lots, rooftops and lawns. This 
stormwater runoff enters our 
urban creeks, lakes and Puget 
Sound directly or through local 
drainage systems. According to 
estimates from the Washington 
State Department of Ecology, 
stormwater is a major source of 
the pollutants flowing to our streams and eventually 
the Puget Sound.

Some may believe that pollution of our state’s waterways 
comes from large manufacturing plants or some illegal 
dumping into the Sound, and that they have no individual 
control over the problem or little ability to help curb the 
damage. According to the Puget Sound Starts Here cam-
paign, stormwater runoff that starts in our own neighbor-
hoods contributes to water quality issues in our beautiful 
Puget Sound. It comes from the water that passes over our 
roads, sidewalks, driveways and yards – picking up oil, grease, 
metals, soaps and yard chemicals along the way. 

Everyone can help fix the problem – and you can personally 
choose to make a difference. By changing just a few things 

you do in your own yard (use 
pesticides and fertilizers spar-
ingly), with your car (use a com-
mercial car wash and fix vehicle 
leaks), around your dog (dispose 
of animal waste properly) and in 
your home (choose environmen-
tally friendly cleaning products 
and maintain your home septic 
systems), you will become part of 
the solution. Focusing on these 

four aspects of daily life is where people can truly help save 
Puget Sound and our local waterways. Your active participation 
now will help enable future generations to be able to explore 
tide pools for sea life, dig for clams, or swim in the surf – activi-
ties many of us take for granted today. Together, we can work 
to keep our waterways healthy and help save Puget Sound. 

For more information on the Puget Sound Starts Here 
campaign visit www.pugetsoundstartshere.org. For informa-
tion on how to have a fish friendly car wash, recycle hazardous 
waste or find natural yard care information, please contact 
Resource Conservation/ Neighborhood Programs 
Coordinator Trudy Olson at 973.4763.

Puget Sound Starts Here
Visit their new website to explore and learn 
about the Puget Sound through short films, 
photos, and articles about our amazing 
region. Check out the upcoming events 
section, read about current impacts to the 
Puget Sound waters, and connect to 
resources on how to help Puget Sound 
thrive for future generations to enjoy. 

www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/

www.facebook.com/PSStartsHere
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Utility Tax Relief Program Note
If you are low-income and over 65 years old or disabled, you may be 
eligible for the City’s Utility Tax Relief Program, but in order to qualify 
you MUST provide your original utility bills.  So please remember to 
save your 2015 bills from the following utilities (electric, natural or 
manufactured gas, solid waste, surface water management, telephone, 
and cable television). We want to be sure to get this assistance to all of 
you that may be eligible. 

Below is weblink to future program information as it becomes available:

www.ci.seatac.wa.us/utilitytax
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Library Corner
ADULT PROGRAMS:
Start the New Year 
with Meditation
Saturday, January 24 
2:00 PM
In this busy, fast-paced world, 
peace seems like an elusive 
commodity. Ajili Hodari, Esq. 
offers a simple, effective 
meditation technique that 
can help you find inner 
peace. Ajili has been practic-
ing meditation for over 30 
years and offers workshops 
and lectures on mediation, 
personal transformation and 
spirituality. Ajili has inspired 
audiences to practice and 
learn this very simple tech-
nique which can impact your 
life in many positive ways. 
In this workshop you will have 

the chance to practice the art 
of meditation. Through first 
hand demonstrations of this 
simple yet highly effective 
method, you will discover the 
key to deeper concentration. 
Join Ajili for this inspirational 
meditation workshop and 
start the New Year on the 
right track!

10 Warning Signs of 
Alzheimer’s: 
Early Detection Matters 
Tuesday, April 28 6:30 PM
What is the difference 
between typical age-related 
memory changes and 
Alzheimer’s disease? How do 
I know if I need to be con-
cerned about myself or a 

loved one? What steps should 
I take if I think there might 
be a problem? This class will 
answer these questions and 
more. We will discuss the 10 
Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s, 
why early detection is impor-
tant, and how Alzheimer’s 
is diagnosed. 

Computer Classes
Build your computer skills with 
a variety of classes, including 
Basic Computing and Internet 
Level 1 & 2. Please call 
242.6044 for days and times.

One-On-One 
Computer Help
Do you have questions about 
basic Internet searches, how 

to set up an email account or 
how to use Microsoft Office? 
Help is available at the Valley 
View Library. Please call 
242.6044 for days and times.

Citizenship Preparation 
Class
Wednesdays  
10:00 – 11:30 AM
Get help with the citizenship 
interview process, including 
civics and government 
questions, reading and writing 
English, and practicing your 
interview skills.

Talk Time
Wednesdays 1:00 – 2:30 PM
English conversation class 
for adults. Improve your 
speaking skills and learn 
about American culture 

Did you feel the ground shake?
Over the past year, the SeaTac Office of Emergency Management 
has taken questions from local residents concerned with a 
perceived increase in earthquakes. The perception is that our 
area has been experiencing an increase in seismic activity, 
creating a greater level of concern among our neighbors. 

The truth is that the frequency of recent earthquake activity in 
our area is not much different than that experienced in other 
years. The fact is that we live in an area of converging and 
shifting plates that lie deep in the ground beneath us. The 
intersections of those plates form the fault lines that are 
associated with earthquake activity. 

Our region has a significant presence of fault lines and subduc-
tion zones. For that reason we often experience one or more 
tremors each day. Most are small and go unnoticed, although 
they are easily identified through sensitive monitoring equip-
ment. Sometimes those tremors are more significant and can 
be recognized in the moderate shaking we see and feel in the 
moment. Those perceptible shakes occur far less frequently 
but are typically the tremors we see reported in the media. 

One thing is certain: Earthquakes are an ever present part of 
life in Puget Sound. 

Perhaps it’s because that threat is always present but seldom 
experienced that we become complacent to the danger. 

Earthquake preparedness starts with a decision to bolster your 
readiness. There are a number of things we can easily do to better 
prepare for “the big one”. Start by evaluating your home. Are large 
or unusually tall items or furniture anchored in a way to prevent 
them from falling on you? The fact is that most injuries and deaths 
attributed to earthquakes come from being struck by falling debris. 
Do you know how to shut off your utilities in the event of a leak 
and are the tools you will need nearby? Many structures have 
survived a quake, only to be destroyed by an ensuing fire 
resultant from a natural gas leak or electrical malfunction. 

Is your personal and family emergency plan up to date? 
Things to consider include how to evacuate your home, where 
to meet once outside, how to reunite with family that are away 
from the home, and how to share messaging about each family 
member’s well-being. 
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Winter Safety Tips
January and February are traditionally the wettest and coldest 
months of the year. They are also the months with the most snowfall, 
giving residents even more reason to think ahead and prepare.

Your fire department would like to offer the following safety tips 
to help ensure that residents have a safe winter.

Heating safety:
•	Have furnaces, wood burning stoves, and 

fireplaces inspected by a professional to ensure 
they are clean and in good working order.

•	Move all flammable materials at least three feet 
away from baseboard or electric heaters. This 
includes clothing, bedding material and drapes.

•	Place ashes from the fireplace or stove in a 
metal container with a tightly sealed lid and 
place outdoors away from flammable materials.

•	Always have working smoke alarms. Have one in each bed-
room, in the hallway outside the bedrooms, near the kitchen, 
and at least one on each floor of your home.

•	Install a carbon monoxide detector in your home.

Power outages:
•	Beware of the dangers of carbon monoxide (CO). This deadly 

gas is a by-product of incomplete burning and is produced by 
common household devices such as your BBQ and gas 
powered electric generator. Never bring these CO producing 
items into your home.

•	Use candles sparingly. Never leave burning candles unattended. 
When you go out, blow it out.

•	Place candles in sturdy non-tipping bases and away from 
flammable materials. Keep pets and children away from 
burning candles.

Be prepared:
Be ready by preparing for at least 3 Days – 3 Ways: 
•	Make a plan for your family in the event of a disaster.

•	Build a kit to provide necessary items for a minimum of three days.

•	Get involved by registering for Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) training.

•	Keep tire chains, extra clothing, food and water in your vehicles. 
Always refill the fuel tank when it reaches three-quarters full.

•	Survey your property and look for any trees, branches, or 
other objects that may pose a hazard to your home during a 
windstorm. Have trees and branches removed professionally.

SMOKE ALARMS SHOULD BE REPLACED EVERY 10 YEARS.

Experience tells us local roads 
will be blocked, gasoline will 
be in short supply and stores 
will not be restocked for an 

extended time. Therefore, prepare to shelter in place and be 
self-sufficient for a period of three days. Create an emergency 
kit with food, water, portable light sources, a portable radio, first 
aid supplies and clothing appropriate for the season. 

These are just some first steps every resident can take to better 
prepare themselves for an unplanned emergency. History tells 
us that we’re overdue for a major quake, and that there will be 
no warning before it strikes. There are a number of prepared-
ness resources and supplies available commercially, at local 
stores and online to help you get ready and the City of SeaTac 
encourages all our residents to get more information about 
disaster preparedness. Online resources can be found at  
www.earthquakecountry.info/roots or at www.ready.gov. 
Residents or local businesses may also contact Pat Lowery 
at SeaTac’s Office of Emergency Management; 253.856.4565 
or at plowery@ci.seatac.wa.us. 

while meeting people from 
around the world!

Book Club at the Valley 
View Library
Last Tuesday of the month  
at 7:00 PM
Monthly meeting for all 
interested in books!

TEEN PROGRAMS:
Study Zone
Monday – Thursday  
6:00 – 8:00 PM 
Grades K-12
Drop in for free homework 
help from trained volunteer 
tutors. 

Game On!
Grades K-12
Test your gaming skills at this 
open play video game 

program. Wii, xBox 360, PS3 
and more!

Please call 242.6044 for days 
and times.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS:
Pajamarama Story Time
Mondays 7:00 - 7:30 PM 
All ages welcome, ages 5 and 
younger with adult.

Join us for a fun-filled, 
half-hour of stories, finger 
plays, movement and music.

Family Story Time
Thursdays 10:00 - 10:30 AM
All ages welcome, ages 5 and 
younger with an adult. 

Enjoy stories, finger plays, 
song and dance! 
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Meet Our New Community Crime Prevention Officer
Cyndi Osborne is a 14 year veteran of the King County Sheriff’s Office and a loyal member 
of the SeaTac Police since 2012. She has worked in the Burien/North Highline/SeaTac area 
for most of her career, including a two-year assignment as the Boulevard Park Storefront 
Officer. In this role she specialized in nuisance properties and general problem solving 
with a variety of stakeholders. She is trained in CPTED (Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design) as well as basic crime prevention strategies and resources. She is 
an outstanding communicator with a heart for doing the right thing for the right reasons. 
She is looking forward to serving the residents of SeaTac in this new role. 

School Resource Officer Karen Davy moves to Covington
In December 2014, Deputy Karen Davy will transfer to the City of Covington as their first 
School Resource Officer (SRO). Karen has been a member of the SeaTac Police since 
January 2004. She has served as the SRO assigned to Tyee/Chinook since 2007. 

She’s had many proud accomplishments during her tenure but these are a few of 
her favorites: 

•	 Laws and Paws Program – Karen designed this program to teach young people about 
respect, compassion and empathy through the training and care of shelter dogs. 

•	 G.R.E.A.T (Gang Resistance Education and Training) – This curriculum is designed to 
teach life skills. Karen enjoyed seeing the kids address prob-
lems in their lives using the skills they had learned in class. 

•	 Dr. Seuss Celebration Day at Bow Lake Elementary – 
This was Karen’s favorite day each year. She brought her 
dog Sierra with her and read a story to the children about 
a police officer and his dog. 

Karen is excited about her new position but says that the move 
is bittersweet. She will miss her co-workers in SeaTac but looks 
forward to the new challenges and being able to continue her 
development as a School Resource Officer. 

Garbage  
and Recycling 
973.4763
Human  
Resources 
973.4650
Human  
Services 
973.4815
Job Line 
973.4655
Municipal  
Court 
973.4610
Community  
& Economic  
Development 
973-4750
Police 
Non-emergency 
296.3311
Police  
Department 
973.4900
Public Works 
973.4720
SeaTac  
Community  
Center 
973.4680

City of SeaTac 
973.4800
TDD Phone 
973.4808
Fax 
973.4809
City Clerk 
973.4660
City Council 
973.4800
City Manager 
973.4820
Code  
Compliance 
973.4750
Facilities, Parks  
and Public Works  
Maintenance  
Facility 
973.4770
Finance  
Department 
973.4880
Inspection Line 
973.4764
Fire  
Department 
253.856.4300
Emergency  
Management 
253.856.4565
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NEXT CLASS 
STARTS MARCH 11
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